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It seems strange to look back over
the past year and comprehend the
events which have taken place. All
these experiences cause instability
or change in our lives, meaning we
need to be flexible and resilient. In
school, we continue to be flexible
and resilient. We have emerged from
the year less affected than many
other countries but have suffered our
fair share of class splits, absent
students, and switches to temporary
online learning. Despite this, our
students, teachers and community
have remained positive and
engaged in learning.

We are planning for the new
academic year ahead with optimism.
The World Cup will bring more
change and excitement to life in
Qatar, and I am sure we will all learn
something from it as well. Please
take time to enjoy the break and
take stock of the past year we have
just experienced as a school
community and as a country.

We have our fingers and toes crossed
that we may see a number of things
returning to how we remember them
but rest assured that whatever
happens, we will keep you informed
and we will be ready for whatever
new challenges may be thrown our
way! Once again we will see many
members of our school community
move on due to COVID and its
impact on businesses. To all students
and families who are leaving this
year, we wish you well and thank you
for your efforts at NIA. 

We also bid farewell to a number of
staff members who have made NIA
the school that it is. We thank them
for their contributions and wish them
nothing but success in the future.
Finally, I want to reiterate my
gratitude for your continued support
and wish you and your family good
health and safety over the summer.

Paul Williamson
 

 

Editor: Carien Byleveld



A Word from the Deputy Principal

Term 3 has been a very productive term for all.

Many challenges were faced and we achieved

our goals through our willingness to always

strive to achieve the very best in everything we

do. Teachers have worked extremely hard this

year to raise teaching and learning standards

as well as provide as many opportunities

through the different activities and platforms in

the school.

Students have worked extremely hard to

progress throughout the year to achieve their

best results and participate in different

assessments to ensure their results are

comparable to and above the standards of the

UK. We are very proud of their input in all the

academic activities, and the competitions, that

took place internally and externally. 

All these activities in conjunction with their

daily academic subject contribute to holistic

education. All areas of student development

are a focus and an importance at NIA and we

remain proud of every student’s achievement

and performance.

Parents have worked closely with their

children in providing the necessary support

to assist with their ongoing learning and

education. We are very thankful to all the

parents for their input as this remains a

pillar of strength for teachers and students. 

Without the parents' support, we cannot

achieve so many goals and raise student

progress progressively alongside teachers.

Parents are part of the ongoing growth and

developments in NIA and we are proud to

have this kind of community.

Thank you staff, students and parents for

another successful year which we all can

be very proud of. We

wish everyone well over the holiday and

look forward to a successful start in the

new academic year.

Nadia January



A Word from the Head of Secondary

Finally NIA Secondary came back to its natural

colours! Students were presented with multiple

opportunities to represent the school and

achieved many fantastic results! Despite the

greater buzz caused by lifting some of the

Covid 19 restrictions, NIA Secondary students

stayed focused on their studies and worked

very hard towards their final exams. 

Our year 12 and 13 students successfully

completed all of their external exams including

IGCSE, AS and A levels in Year 13, and also

celebrated the end of their year at NIA in a

glamorous graduation ceremony at The

Diplomatic Club.

We are very pleased with our senior student

achievements and also that the size of our

Sixth Form (Year 12 and 13) continues to

increase every year as our excellent reputation

in the Doha community attracts students from

many other schools in Doha. NIA Secondary will

grow yet again next year – this time by 6

classes! 

Our graduates continue to secure places at

prestigious universities which is not only

down to their academic abilities but also to

the diligence of their teachers who provide

them with multiple opportunities for

enrichment and help them develop

holistically as well-rounded individuals with

vibrant CVs and application letters.

Overall, we are very proud of all of our

achievements accomplished and on behalf

of all NIA staff, I would like to commend all

NIA Secondary students for their efforts this

year, wish good luck to all our leavers and a

beautiful well deserved holiday to all

students and staff!

I would also like to thank our parents for

their support and cooperation throughout

this year – without your help, we couldn’t

have done what we managed to achieve.

We are certainly looking forward to our next

year 2022-2023!

Dr Tereza Woolgar
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Neo is 20 years old in 2017. How old
will she be in 2020?

     n the 17th of May 2022 NIA attended the annual inter-Newton Science
competition, which was hosted by Newton British Academy Barwa this year. The
event was attended by five other Newton schools. We entered a team of four year
9 students; they were chosen on academic merits, practical skills, team work
abilities and critical thinking skills. The four students are: Nadia Faris (9GG), Nour
Hassanein (9GB), Adam Ayyad (9BY), and Kareem Alkari (9BR). The competition
had two rounds. Round one had a biology, a chemistry, and a physics, challenges
that they had to complete in 20 minutes each. Round two had an engineering
challenge where they had to use teamwork and creativity. Our team did an
amazing job working together and presenting their school. We were happy to
receive third place. We thank NBA for all their hard work and look forward to
competing again next year. 

INTER-NEWTONINTER-NEWTONINTER-NEWTON

SCIENCESCIENCE
  COMPETITIONCOMPETITION
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       ur top four year 12 Biology students were elected to participate in a National Biology
Olympiad hosted by the Ministry of Education and Higher Education. The four students
are: Huda Al-Emadi (12GG), Noora Al Sulaiti (12GR), Fawaz Asif (12BR), and Qais Al-
Ramahi (12BR). Fawaz and Qais made it through to the second round. We attended the
second round on the 23rd of March 2022 at the MoE, competing against various top
schools from across Qatar. At time of publishing we are still awaiting the final results
from round two. We are very proud of our students and their outstanding achievements,
well done!

NATIONALNATIONALNATIONAL

BIOLOGYBIOLOGY
  OLYMPIADOLYMPIAD
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MATHS
    t has been another great successful year for the Math
Department. We have seen students excel and achieve great
results across all key stages. This is a result of the hard work
and effort of our amazing students and the dedication and
passion of our brilliant teachers. Thank you to all who work
so hard throughout the year. 

This year we saw our hard-working Year 10 group of students
sit their GCSE Statistics exams so that they will have an
opportunity to study for another extra qualification in
Mathematics as well as complete IGCSE Mathematics in Year
11. We are delighted to be able to offer Statistics as a
qualification for our upcoming year 10 students here at NIA.
As well as offering an extra GCSE, this qualification will help
immensely our gifted and talented students who would like
to study “A" Level Mathematics. 

During Term 2 and 3 we were delighted to be able to have
the KS3 Maths ECA club back in school after a few weeks of
online activities. We were able to enjoy challenging games
and competitions between students in the ECA. There was a
Girl Vs Boy competition where the girls took the lead to
come out on top. Well done!

Students thoroughly enjoyed getting back into the math
classroom. While learning about Vector Translations in Year
8 they excitedly played a game of Snakes and Ladders-
Vectors addition of course! We continue to strive for active
and engaging lessons and ECA’s in the maths department
and look forward to future competitions with student
participation in the next academic year. The Mathematics
department wishes all students the best for this summer
exams. You all worked very hard and you’re destined to
succeed. We look forward to returning to another school
year filled with great achievements and endeavours.   
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MATHS
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ENGLISH
   n Term 3, our department was absolutely thrilled with Book Week which
combined a national project about Qatari Identity and a translated French
text called ‘The Little Prince’. This meant that we were able to devise cross-
curricular-themed lessons which involved working with the French and Arabic
departments. As well as enjoying the reading, students were able to compose
poetry inspired by the Bedouin lifestyle in Arabic and English, take part in a
French-language performance of the text and do more traditional activities
like the dress-up day, treasure hunt and writing. 
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   hildren are naturally curious and love playing. Play-based learning in EAL
classes helps use their motivation to play as the foundation of learning. As well as
ordinary teacher-student instruction methods, creative and playful methods help
learners explore, experiment, and understand concepts. EAL lessons try to
incorporate both teacher-supported and student-initiated learning. Since play is
an enjoyable activity that comes naturally to children, such a learning program
motivates them to learn. Through it, they are able to improve language and
numerical skills as well as develop social skills. It helps children develop in areas
such as language learning, problem-solving, and interpretation of sensations.
Next year EAL will continue to make lessons fun and engaging for those
struggling with English. 
 
 

  EALEAL
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Art
Therapy

        e have been delighted to have all the students back
inside the Art and DT rooms this term, which has
allowed the students access to explore and experiment
with more mediums. The students have really been
showcasing their skills and creativity through the
different projects. The students have been working
hard to create pieces to showcase in the annual gallery
of work. Both virtually and in school. The year 12s have
been exploring the subject of Art Therapy, with weekly
sessions. Looking at colour theory, sculpture and free
painting. This has given them the chance to create
without restrictions, and just have fun building their
skills without pressure.
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ARABICARABIC
  he Ebdaa Competition was held where students
from all over the Newton Group, could write
their own poems and performances. NIA
achieved Second Place in this competition and
we could not be more proud. Students were
quite excited to complete their own projects for
Islamic and Arabic about Qatar’s National
Identity. Some highlights included making
models of some of the newly built stadiums and
tourist attractions. 

Prayer times have also been reinstated and
students were encouraged, especially during
Ramadan, to do the (Salat al-jama'ah). During
Ramadan, charity boxes were collected and
given to those in need. (Eid Al-Fetr) celebrations
were also widely enjoyed by students and
teachers alike. 
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STUDENTSTUDENT  
COUNCILCOUNCIL   

   uring Ramadan, The Student Council members organised a
competition. The students in secondary were asked to decorate the tutor

boards inside their classrooms, with Ramadan decorations.
The winning class received a prize.
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     ue to COVID, it had been very difficult to organise any trips for the students. However, we
were fortunate enough to gain approval for a day tour of one of the four museum houses in
Msheireb. The year 11s were excellent all day as they were given a tour by museum curators
around the house. They represented the school brilliantly and asked lots of interesting
questions. The house focused on slavery and its history within Asia and Africa. Furthermore, it
had many interesting facts about Qatar’s development and human genomes and chromosomes.
This trip allowed the Year 11s to gain a plethora of different examples they will be able to use
within their Global Citizenship IGCSE. After representing the school so well, I hope to make this
a yearly trip for each year group that is sitting their Global IGCSE that year.

GLOBAL 
CITIZENSHIP
TRIP
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GEOGRAPHY
    his year our students studied the Population of Qatar and its
coasts and being a small peninsula country it gives us the
perfect opportunity to discuss tides, waves and general
resources we obtain from the coast. We can see that Qatar is at
the forefront of the World in terms of upcoming events,
especially sporting and cultural activities. Year 12 had a great
day exploring Doha to complete the fieldwork project.
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HISTORY
   his year we studied a range of topics from Year 7 to Year 12
including the Tudors, WW1, slavery, the Russian Revolution, Civil
rights in America and the Cold War! KS3 have worked very hard
this year to begin developing their IGCSE skills so that students are
confident and competent if they choose history in year 10. We had
great fun making projects such as castles and places of worship.
This year in Qatar History we studied Qatari history and how it has
become the wonderful country it is today from the culture to
Qatar’s security, traditions and beliefs.
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CHESS
CLUB

The Chess Club would not be possible
without the help of Sixth Form Chess
expert, James Lopez. James has been
extremely helpful in teaching the boys
how to play and certain strategies to
use. James has been a credit to
himself and the school with his help in
this ECA.
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TEDx
NIA

YOUTH

       fter two years of having our TEDx Youth event online due to the Covid 19 pandemic, we got
the exciting news that this year’s event would be hosted live, in Msheireb at Bin Jalmood House!
The venue bustled with excitement from the audience as everyone awaited the inspiring stories
that were about to unfold on stage. The TEDx Youth team all worked incredibly hard behind the
scenes to pull this event off. They worked around the clock, producing artworks and
advertisements; managing social media campaigns, finding and communicating with guest
speakers and performers; liaising with volunteers, and ensuring all the logistical details were in
place for our event to run smoothly. The pre, while and post-event duties all required
exceptional teamwork, which our team stepped up to most admirably. 

Overall, NIA’s TEDx Youth 2022 was a stellar event! 
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   ur MUN year came to a close with two highly successful in-person
conferences. The first was the Marroon MUN which was held in Education
City by Texas A&M University. Two of our delegates, Angeline Abril and
Priscilla Agbozo, received the Best Delegate Award for their respective
committees. The fourth and last conference was the annual MSMUN for
middle schoolers. Despite the fact that this is primarily a training
conference, the delegates from NIA conducted themselves as if they had
been doing it for many years. We are excited to see these young delegates
who will undoubtedly represent NIA in the more distinguished conferences in
future. 

MUN
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Debate SocietySociety

In addition, the adjudicators, who had
volunteered time and service, were
truly committed to their tasks and
provided fair and accurate results.
Although they were novices in their
roles, they performed a meritorious
task. So, thank you Mrs Carien
Byleveld, Ms Elizabeth Yorke, Mrs
Loren Townshend and Mr Thiren
Naidoo for your sterling efforts.   

What a Comeback!
After a lengthy period of non-engagement,
our debaters have returned. 

  t has been a challenging
few months for Debate but,
fortunately, we made a
comeback! After a lengthy
period of non-engagement,
our debaters have returned.
We auspiciously
commenced with an
inaugural Interhouse
Debate Competition on the
14th of April. The response
was truly exceptional! More
than 45 junior debaters
signed up to participate and
were excited about
competing after viewing the
PR video during tutor time.
Seniors dusted off the
cobwebs and made a
welcome return, dragging
along a few new keen
participants.

The competition sarted of
well with four teams
competing against each
other during each of three
debate sessions. The
Seniors debated in rooms
GF 18 and 19, while the
juniors were showing their
mettle in BF 18 and 19. All
the teams put on a
marvellous show and
displayed excellent debating
skills. Well done! We are so
proud of you. The auxiliary
members, such as
timekeepers, runners and
computer assistants,
performed their tasks with
aplomb and kept everything
running smoothly. The value
of your contributions cannot
be overemphasised. Thank
you for your hard work.

The competition was tough and most debates
were closely contested. In the end, however,
there could only be a few winners: 

Best Junior Team: Wright 
Best Senior Team: Curie
Best Junior Speaker: Sinan Nasser (Edison)
Best Senior Speaker: Priscilla Agbozo (Bell)
Best Overall Speaker: Priscilla Agbozo (Bell)

OVERALL WINNER: Wright 
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Stock Exchange
Trip

       ue to trips resuming in term 3 we were able to run the Qatar Stock Exchange trip for
year 12 students. Students took part in a simulation where they had a virtual one million
riyals to invest in real Qatari companies that float on the stock exchange. Students also
went on a tour of the trading floor and offices at the Stock Exchange in West Bay. The
day was enjoyed by all students, thank you Mr Samer for providing such a great
experience. 
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YEAR�6
TRANSITION
DAY
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        ven with some limits imposed by the COVID -19 protective measures, since    
    Term 3 our students were more than happy and excited to rechallenge
themselves, compete again and discover in every PE lesson and sport ECA the
physical, mental, emotional and social benefits of physical activity.
In terms of competitions and sporting events, in one month only, our students
have been participating in more than 25 different sporting events, representing
themselves and Newton International Academy in an outstanding manner.
Highlights included Qatar Schools Olympic Programme, Diamond League –
Athletics, and FIFA Arab Cup. Congratulations and well done to all involved!
Claudiu Pitigoi - Head of NIA PE Department

Sports & PE

QSOP SWIMMING GIRLS TEAM – PREPARATORY
Meriem Mouhoub, Salma Aboulseoud, Alya Permana,

Tatiana Woolgar
Coaches: Ms. Amy Price and Ms. Nastasjja Williams

4 0  |          N I A  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R                 I S S U E  3  T E R M  3                             2 0 2 1 - 2 2



QSOP SWIMMING BOYS TEAM – PREPARATORY
Anas Timeridjine, Faisal Ballan, Ghanim Alkathiri,

Abhijay Chandra
Coach: Mr. Stuart Bloor

Swimming
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QSOP ATHLETICS GIRLS TEAM
Farida El Menshawy, Damira Mekebay, Damilya Mekebay,

Siham Kosar, Lina El Menshawy, Ola Mohamedsalih
Coach: Ms. Amy Price

QSOP ATHLETICS BOYS TEAM
Mohammed Fakhroo, Mazen Hamdy, Abhijay

Chandra, Oghenetejiri Okubeni
Coach: Mr. John Woolgar

Athletics
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QSOP BASKETBALL GIRLS TEAM – PREPARATORY
Tasbeeh Eissa, Ola Mohammedsalih, Tatiana Woolgar, Salma

Aboulseoud,
Damira Mekebay, Teema Soliman, Iman Gafar, Joudi Abdelbaset

Shahba, Damilya Mekebay
Coach: Dr. Tereza Woolgar

               ell done to NIA Secondary
Girls basketball teams competing
in Qatar Schools Olympic
Programme 2022! We are very
proud of our students who
returned to their after-school
practices as soon as this was
allowed by the MOE and worked
very hard on developing their
skills. The Preparatory team (Year
7 and 8 students) participated in
the first round where they played
very well against some tough
opposition and won 1 and lost 1
match. The Secondary team (Year
8-13) achieved excellent results in
all of their matches and overall
reached 2nd place in Qatar. Great
job girls!

Basketball
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QSOP BASKETBALL BOYS TEAM – SECONDARY
Marwan Attia, Hassan Salmein, Raffan Reyaz, Hamdan

Khan, Khaled Abdalla,
Anas Al Ramahi, Muhammad Dani Fadli, Zain U Din

Ahmad
Coaches: Mr. Chris See and Mr. Claudiu Pitigoi

Basketball

QSOP BASKETBALL BOYS TEAM – PREPARATORY
 

Zain U Din Ahmad, Santosh Kancerla, Konnor Ord, Esa Farhan, Gaser Abouseif, Zijun Zhou,
Larson Simbine, Ayyan Ibrahimi, Omar Rukman, Mohammed Shamil Maulakkiriath,

Mohammed Sahil Maulakkiriath, Aaric Ocampo, Daulet Mekebay, Alan Rony
 

Coaches: Mr. Claudiu Pitigoi and Mr. Chris See
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Qatar Cycling Federation, Dukhan
Road Race 

 Finished 2nd in the Category C group

 

Cycling Federation, National
Championships

Finished 7th overall in the Elite Open
Category

2nd Place
Triclub Triathlon, his first ever

individual triathlon

 

Brilliant Mr Bloor

WINNER
PRQ Category A Elite Cycling Road

Race up at Lusail Track
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Mini GP Mahmoud
     IA's very own Mahmoud Ahmed from 8BB has recently been able to hold podium
positions in the three MiniGP competitions he took part in, raking in a total of 6 tropies:  2
gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze which placed him 2nd in Qatar! After completing another two
competitions in Autumn, he will have a chance to join the international race with winners
from different countries. We wish him all the best! 

|
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Sports Week
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House
Competitions
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football

5 1  |          N I A  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R                 I S S U E  3  T E R M  3                             2 0 2 1 - 2 2



football
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PRIZE GIVINGPRIZE GIVING
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