












                        hether you’re joining a different school, teaching a new class
                        or starting a new stage of your school career, one constant       
                   remains; the change and adjustment required when starting a
new school year. This year, it has only been amplified as a result of COVID-
19 which has more or less halted the world to a standstill since its
materialisation from late 2019 to the early months of this year. One
example of the effect the pandemic has had is the switch from in-person
learning to virtual learning, which NIA and various other schools
implemented during term 3, including a previously unheard-of online mock
examinations..

Unprecedented
Times by Fatima AlSharif, Year 13 Girls Red

Students return to school in

A significant yet intimidating jump is the progression from
year 6 to secondary school, which year 7 student Thea
Sarsonas recounts to us:“Initially, I was nervous at the
thought of going to secondary [school] with everything
that is going on in the world, but I faced the struggles and
have been trying my best. For example, I felt slightly
distracted by my home surroundings when studying
online and also missed seeing my friends often.
Nevertheless, I’ve overcome this by focusing solely on my
education. My most favourite part of year 7 so far is the
feeling of going to different classes, meeting new teachers
and overall having fun as a secondary student.”

This year has had many obstacles with learning consisting of
physical, online and blended learning by virtue of self-isolation
periods as well as the necessity to abide by safeguarding
guidelines. Students, the teaching faculty and IT staff have all
contributed their utmost efforts to ensure the smooth running
of learning in the face of the barriers that have stemmed from
the pandemic.
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IGCSE’s mark a remarkable turning point in a student’s life,
where they sit up to 25 external exams and complete
coursework for anywhere between 5-12 subjects over a one-
month period, and are rewarded for the completion of their
secondary education. Following these exams, a student may
progress to A-levels or even to higher education. For year 12
students this year, they have not experienced the cluster of
official exams but have rather been awarded grades
predicted by their teachers. As a new AS-level student,
Amna Zar portrays her experience; “The adjustment
between KS4 and KS5 has been, although could’ve been
better had we experienced external exams for the first time,
and if we could’ve physically met our teachers at the start of
the academic year in a sort of embedding period. Blended
learning, however, has helped me stay productive because I
can relax every other evening, since there’s no in-person
school the following day.”

Aside from lessons, extracurricular activities such as student council, MUN and the prefect body
have all shifted to online meetings, and the productivity has been undeterred by the change in
setting. In regards to mock examinations, it is business as usual, with the addition of social
distancing and students have been knuckling down and working hard to get the best possible
results. All-around, learning has continued to thrive which wouldn’t be possible without the effort
devoted by the entirety of the NIA community.

“What I’ve enjoyed most about year 12 so far is that I focus solely on a limited number of subjects,
which I personally chose because of my interest in them, which is a difference I have noticed from
iGCSE’s. I have, however, had to carry out further independent research at this level, which I have
paired alongside a review of a new topic prior to the lesson.”

8        |               N I A  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R                       2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1                   I S S U E  1  T E R M  1



STUDENT    

COUNCIL

        hough in the middle of a global pandemic, our Student    

     Council remains active. One of the main ways in which

our Class Representatives have been able to cope with the

pandemic is by coming together and working as a group.
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The student council organized a
whole secondary competition and
the students who took part designed
amazing anti bullying face masks!
‘Miss this is my mask. So I sewed it
myself from my old T-shirt and the
design I drew myself digitally and I
ironed it on to my face masks’
(Mehar, 7GG)

Anti-bullying week:

Healthy eating week:

The Student Council started a
‘FIGHT COVID19 WITH FOOD’
campaign. Studies have shown that
good immune systems and healthy
eating help reduce the likelihood of
developing very serious health
issues AND reduce Covid symptoms.
Our student council students have
made ppt presentation and posters
to display around school spreading
awareness about the importance of
healthy eating during a pandemic.

Languages week:

To raise awareness of the benefits of language and highlight the linguistic
diversity in our community, the student council organised a competition.
Secondary students were asked to introduce themselves in different
languages. The winner Nour karim filmed herself speaking in more than 10
languages!
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Qatar Cancer Society works year-
round to raise funds for the
prevention, treatment, and cure of
Breast cancer. Our generous students
showed interest in donating money to
give hope to women facing breast
cancer. As every year, regardless of
Covid restrictions, NIA Secondary
school supported the campaign to
increase the awareness of Breast and
Prostate Cancer within the school
community. We are proud that our
school collected QR1800 for Qatar
Cancer Society which was handed
over by the Student council
representatives, Ms Malak, the
Coordinator of the Student Council,
and NIA Head girl, Johana Sarsonas.

Breast cancer awareness:
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During environmental week and to
raise awareness about the
importance of recycling, our student
council students brought recycling
materials from home and decorated
the Tutor boards. What’s more, to
make our school greener, secondary
students were invited to take part in
an event organised by the student
council: ‘Wear green or blue and
buy a plant for your class by
donating 10 QR’

Environmental week
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NO
BULLIES

ARE
ALLOWED

HERE

The Student Council Presents:
Anti-Bullying Week

Anti-Bullying Week took
place from 20th - 24th
September and it was a
great success. Our student
Council members have
suggested many ideas and
helped design amazing
posters to advertise for the
week. Also, a whole
secondary competition has
been organised, students
were asked to design anti
bullying masks and take
pictures of themselves
wearing them. Winners will
be announced soon, they
win a Virgin Megastore
voucher and House points.
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BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS

      n  sol idar i ty  with cancer pat ients global ly ,  the NIA community  

     once again part ic ipated in cancer awareness week from the

1st  to 7th of November.  I ts  pr imary purpose is  to increase

attent ion and support  for  the awareness ,  ear ly  detect ion and

treatment as wel l  as pal l iat ive care of both breast  cancer and

prostate cancer.  There are about 1 .38 mi l l ion new cases and 458

000 deaths f rom breast  cancer each year.  Breast  cancer is  by far

the most common cancer in women wor ldwide,  with almost 1  in  6

women diagnosed wor ldwide.  Simi lar ly ,  about 1  in  every 7 men

wi l l  be diagnosed with prostate cancer dur ing his  l i fet ime,  with

the disease making up approximately  20% of al l  cancer cases in

males.  Dur ing form per iods,  teachers educated their  c lasses on

the importance of ear ly  detect ion,  r isk  factors and the impacts

brought about on one’s  day-to-day l i fe.  Members of  staff  and

students chose to wear pink c lothes or  the pink r ibbon

representat ive of breast  cancer awareness.  Alternat ively ,

students could have worn l ight  blue or  the associated r ibbon to

br ing attent ion to prostate cancer pat ients.  This  year ,  students

were encouraged to br ing in a donat ion;  an impress ive 1800QAR

was col lected by the student counci l  –  led by Ms Malak -  to the

Qatar Cancer Society.  Due to the current lack of knowledge on

the causes of breast  cancer ,  monetary donat ions are always

highly  appreciated as they can be used to advance disease

research.  Fat ima Alshar i f
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SCIENCE
CORNER
    ractical work is a core part of Science in KS4/5 
 at NIA. By carrying out practicals,  students
develop their experimental ski l ls  and a knowledge
and understanding of experimental techniques.
They learn to work safely,  produce val id results
and present data in the most appropriate format.

P R A C T I C A L  W O R K  A T  N I A
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Healthy Eating
Week

    n  M a t h s ,  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  s t u d y i n g  r a t i o  a n d  p r o p o r t i o n .       

   T h e y  l o o k e d  a t  r e c i p e s  f o r  h e a l t h y  m e a l s  a n d  a d a p t e d  t h e s e

u s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  T h e y  w o r k e d  o u t  h o w  m u c h

i n g r e d i e n t s  w o u l d  b e  n e e d e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  r e c i p e  f o r  a  g i v e n

n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e .  S t u d e n t s  d i s c u s s e d  h e a l t h y  m e a l s  i n  l e s s o n s

a n d  e v e n  s h a r e d  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  o w n

T H E  M A T H S  D E P A R T M E N T  C E L E B R A T E S
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       r i t ing about  this  year  i s  cha l leng ing .

On  the one hand i t  i s  t rue tha t  the

current  pandemic has  put  a temporary

hold on  some o f  the ac t iv i t ies  we might

usua l ly  do  with  the students  –  the group

work,  d i scussion  and drama for  example

–  which  I  fee l  i s  par t  o f  wha t  makes

Eng l i sh  so  enjoyab le a sub jec t  to  study.

On  the other  hand we have grappled

with  and mastered new  technology  tha t

adds  an  extra d imension  to  wha t  we do.

If  you  had to ld me last  year  I  would be

teaching onl ine and mark ing work

uploaded to  a virtua l  c lassroom,  I  would

not  have be l ieved i t .  So,  one very

posi t ive thing to  come from  the cr is is ,  I

fee l ,  i s  tha t  parents ,  teachers  and

students  have very  quickly  learned new,

va luab le ski l l s .  

ENGLISH 
DEPARTMENT

In  fac t ,  a t  the i r  best ,  the b lended

learning sess ions  have been  very

st imula t ing .  My  student  in  Year  7,

Akshara ,  to ld me tha t  she loved Eng l i sh

lessons,  they  were just  l ike a game show!

Another  nice b i t  o f  news  i s  tha t  we have

some br ight  new  faces  in  the team  this

year .  They  have r isen  to  the cha l lenge

and worked incred ib ly  hard to  mee t  our

very  high  standards  here a t  N I A .  May  I

remind there i s  a writ ing compe t i t ion

which  has  been  organized by  IMMERSE

EDUCATION and de ta i l s  are ava i lab le

from  the Eng l i sh  Depar tment.  Thank  you

for  your  support  this  term,  le t ’ s  hope tha t

next  year  things  wil l  re turn  to  norma l

and we can  enjoy  Book  Week  and

Shakespeare Day.
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        out d’abord, ce fut un grand     
       plaisir d’avoir eu l’opportunité
de fêter cette semaine spéciale
qui nous a permis de découvrir et
de connaitre d’autres cultures et
langues. Non seulement nous
avons appris sur différentes
langues, mais nous avons
également étendu nos
connaissances sur les  traditions 
 d’autres pays que je pense que
c’est une richesse importante,
puisque nous sommes une
Académie qui accueille tous des
étudiants de partout, et nous
sommes fiers une école
multiculturelle !

LA
SEMAINE

DES
LANGUES
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Pendant cette semaine, notre
classe a participé dans plein
d’activités telles qu’interviewer un
invité extraordinaire, Monsieur
Khalid Al-Jumaily, qui était
interviewé par moi-même. Il était
aussi heureux que nous surtout
de connaître notre école et il était
surpris du haut  niveau scolaire de
notre établissement. De surcroît,
j’étais extrêmement contente de
bien représenter notre école et de
démontrer qu’on est sûrement les
meilleurs. Bien évidemment,
Newton International Académie se
concentre sur la langue anglaise,
cependant nous ne négligeons pas
le français.  Personnellement, je
me trouve un produit magnifique
de cette Académie incroyable, je
suis absolument fière de ce succès 

Bonjour! I am Aditi and learning
French has been an amazing
experience until now and I hope it
continues to be one. So, for the
Language Week, me and my
friends - Priscilla, Azwa, Rokia,
Amayum, Amna and Hania - made
a video to showcase the beauty of
the French language and to teach
a few French words and phrases,
so that it can be a bit easier for the
people struggling to learn French
or who are learning it for the first
time. All of us had a wonderful
time making the video and it was a
great opportunity for all of us to
be able to help to make French
more interesting and a bit easier
for everyone to learn it. Merci et
au revoir!!!
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               he humanities department have been looking at a variety of 
         different topics within the three subjects. History of Qatar in
Year 7 have started to look at Qatar's fascinating line of Sheikh's for
the last 200 years and celebrating their achievements. They have
also looked at how Qatar has developed into the modern country it is
today, overcoming its challenges through the outstanding leadership
of Sheikh Tamim. Year 8 looked at ancient civilisations within the
Arabian Gulf. They then went on to look at history in the Islamic era
as well as the importance of tribes, people, health and family. Year 9
studied the different stages of colonial conflict and made some
amazing presentations to show to the class. History in Year 7 have
looked at timelines, sources, artefacts and the importance of 1066
for Britain. They completed the term by looking at different types of
castles and compared some to different buildings we see here in
Doha. The Year 8s looked at Industrial Britain, rural life, the changes
in farming and the move to industrialisation. They also looked at
public health and crime prevention. The Year 9s studied the
colonisation of Africa, the Great War, WWI, Russia, USA and the
Treaty of Versailles. Year 10 studied WWI and the Alliance system as
well control of the Balkans and tension in Europe. Year 11 looked at
the Cold War, the Berlin Crisis and the Cuban. Missile Crisis in
preparation for their Mock exams. Geography in Year 7 have been
looking at maps and to see if there are any budding cartographers out
there, Year 8 have looked at weather and climate with some amazing
weather reports just before the exams, Year 9 looked at
development and how countries become rich or poor. Many students
were compassionate towards others less fortunate than themselves
and some said they would like to help this worthy cause in the future.
Year 10 looked at hazardous environments including earthquakes,
volcanoes and tropical cyclones. Year 11 completed their urban
environments work and some said they would like to go on to
become urban planners. You may end up living in a town or city
designed by one of our students! The Year 12s and 13s looked at
Globalisation and Sustainability in an ever-changing world.

HUMANITIES 
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             his year, the commencement of the debate     
      season was marred by the unfortunate
presence of the Covid 19 epidemic and Qatar
Debate decided to host all competitions on an
online platform using Discord. The first debate,
Girls’ Senior, on 31 October, exposed many
glitches but everything turned out well in the end.
Our numbers had diminished severely because of
the epidemic and we could, unfortunately, enter
only one team. Priscilla, Umaima and Loujayn (a
shining new member to our team) were
exceptional, and even though they won only one
debate of three, their performance was
commendable and they deserve our praise for
their commitment. The Senior Boys, likewise, only
achieved success in one debate on the 7th
November but were no less remarkable. 

DEBATE SOCIETY
Angad, Sarvesh and Gaurish (who was promoted
from the junior squad) were truly committed and
practised really hard. We could not register a
Preparatory Girls’ team since there was no one
available. The presence of the virus had stymied
our efforts to recruit new members or retain any
of our previous participants. The Boys’
Preparatory team prepared well for their
competition on the 28th November but were
unfortunate in also achieving success in only one
encounter. The third debate was a very close
affair and they lost by only one point! Sinan,
Saad and Timothy (a newcomer to the squad)
were truly excellent and were dedicated to do
their best.In spite of all the difficulties, we can
hold our heads high and be proud of our
achievements. We have been competing against
the best Qatar has to offer and have managed to
retain our confidence and are resolved to grow in
strength and, hopefully, in numbers. Here’s to
the next round!
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       n l i n e  M U N @ N I A  I I  w a s  a n  a m a z i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  m e  a n d  t h e  t e a m .  

       B e i n g  a b l e  t o  l e a d  a  g r o u p  o f  t e e n a g e r s  o n c e  a g a i n  w h o  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o

c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  g i v e n  m e  t h a t  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  d o  b e t t e r .  O n l i n e

M U N @ N I A  I I  h a s  d e l i v e r e d  i t s  p u r p o s e ;  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  Y o u t h  a n d

e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  s p e a k  u p  a g a i n s t  s o  m a n y  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  i n  t h e

w o r l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  a n d  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d  m a n y

m o r e .  T h i s  y e a r  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  11  c o m m i t t e e s  e a c h  b a s e d  o n  a n

S D G .  A l t h o u g h  w e  h a d  o u r  o w n  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  s t r u g g l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s ,

w h i c h  i s  i n e v i t a b l e .  O n l i n e  M U N @ N I A  I I  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  h e a r t f e l t

a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n f e r e n c e s  t o  m e .  I  g o t  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s o  m a n y  p e o p l e

w h o  I  d i d  n o t  i n i t i a l l y  w o r k  w i t h  i n  t h e  p a s t  b e f o r e ,  s u c h  a s  P r i s c i l l a

Y o u s e f  a n d  P a y a l ,  w h o  w e r e  a l l  i n c r e d i b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e s s .  O n c e

a g a i n ,  t h a n k  y o u  t o  M s .  S a r a  f o r  g i v i n g  m e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I  c a n n o t  w a i t

t o  d o  m o r e .  

J o h a n n a  K a r e n  S a r s o n a s ,  Y13G H e a d  o f  M U N @ N I A

ONLINE
MUN@
NIA II
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       he Qatar Leadership Conference (QLC) is designed 
   around the concept of developing student leadership
within schools specifically in MUN, service and activism, and
media studies. Students and teachers participate together
in workshops and conference activities. The QLC has also
become an important annual meeting place for globally
connected young people and MUN thought leaders to
exchange ideas and develop partnerships.”

Qatar Leadership Conference (QLC) is very sentimental to
me. Through Qatar Leadership Conference, I was able to get
to know so many of my schoolmates and meet new people.
Although there was no human contact, The topics that were
presented at QLC were incredibly important and vital to this
day and age; resiliency, being able to stand up against
sexual assault, or even Hitler’s mistakes as a leader. QLC
was a whirlwind of an experience — I was able to get to bond
with new people as well and just have a lot of fun. Thank you
to Ms. Sara for this opportunity again because I would not
have been able to diversify my knowledge on different topics
if it were not for her.
Johanna Karen Sarsonas, Y13GHead of MUN@NIA

QLC 2020
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DIGITAL
DRAWING
ECA
First of it's kind! 

IN  ECA DIGITAL DRAWING,
THE STUDENTS HAVE USED

THEIR CREATIVITY AND IT
SKILLS TO CREATE VARIOUS

DESIGNS SUCH AS LOGOS,
CHARACTERS AND

LANDSCAPES.  EACH WEEK,
THE STUDENTS HAD THE

OPPORTUNITY TO PRACTISE
DIFFERENT GRAPHIC DESIGN

TECHNIQUES AND BECOME
MORE FAMILIAR WITH THE

SOFTWARE THEY HAVE
CHOSEN TO USE.
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AIKO FEDILLAGA 10GRAIKO FEDILLAGA 10GRAIKO FEDILLAGA 10GR

ANAS TIMERIDJINE 7BANAS TIMERIDJINE 7BANAS TIMERIDJINE 7B

ALIA RAMY 7GRALIA RAMY 7GRALIA RAMY 7GR

RISHI ACHARYARISHI ACHARYARISHI ACHARYA

TIA ELFADALY 7GR
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