Newton International Academy -Phonics Policy 2024-2025

Introduction

Phonics is to be taught using the Jolly Phonics and Jolly Grammar schemes of work. In Key stage
1 children will be assessed on entry and streamed by ability across their year group. Classes will
range from Set 1 through to Set 7 and then on to Jolly Grammar dependent on the ability of
students. Phonics is taught in short, briskly paced sessions and then applied to reading and
writing in a meaningful context. All activities are matched to the children’s abilities and
interests, and all classroom environments should have an age-appropriate display which
includes sounds and tricky words covered. All documents relating to phonics will be available on
the school drive

Aims and Objectives — Year 1

By the end of Year 1, children should:

e Have progressed from orally segmenting and blending to blending and segmenting with
letters

® Begin to write simple sentences that are phonetically plausible

® Give the sound when shown any grapheme that has been taught;

e For any given sound, write the common graphemes;

e Apply phonic knowledge and skill as the prime approach to reading and spelling of
unfamiliar words that are not completely decodable;

e Read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable words and three-syllable words;

Aims and Objectives — Year 2

By the end of Year 2 children have completed the Jolly Phonics assessment in its entirety and be
in a position to start Jolly Grammar. They should know most of the common
grapheme-phoneme correspondence (GPCs). They should be able to read hundreds of
unfamiliar words, doing this in three ways:

® Reading the words automatically if they are unfamiliar.

e Decoding them quickly and silently because their sounding and blending routine is now
well established;

e Decoding them aloud

Children’s spelling should be phonemically accurate, although it may still be a little
unconventional at times. Spelling usually lags behind reading, as it is harder.

During this phase, children become more fluent readers and increasingly accurate spellers.



Key Stage 1 Progression Map

The progression map gives a timeline of what sounds children should be learning and by when.
Depending on the outcome of baseline assessments children may start at different points on
the progression map. This is to ensure that all children are progressing and are not repeating or

missing sounds.
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Planning and Delivery Key Stage 1

Planning to be completed by Key Stage 1 teachers. Plans will be collaborative and shared across
the whole of Key Stage 1. These will be given to the Year Leader and are to be taught by all class
teachers within the phase. Short term plans will include direct teaching, differentiated activities,
plenary and environmental suggestions for Set 1-7 or Jolly Grammar

Teacher input at the beginning of each lesson will recap on any previous learning and then
introduce new learning pitched at the highest ability of the class. Activities will then be
differentiated to suit the various abilities within the class with a plenary to consolidate the new
learning.

Children will be streamed based on their ability which will be assessed with an entry
assessment at the beginning of the year. Teachers will be assigned a specific group for the year
and work through schemes of work specifically designed for that ability. Class teachers will be
responsible for the phonics assessments of their own class.

The Classroom Environment- Key stage 1

Each class should have a phonics display throughout the year which should act as a working
wall. It should display the sounds being covered or re-capped that week, images of items that
begin with the sound and any work that relates to phonics to be displayed.

Each class room should have word mat resources available specific to the class they are
teaching.

All classrooms should have a VCOP display permanently in the classroom to help with
independent writing skills.




Assessment in Key Stage 1

There will be 4 assessments for Key stage 1. There are timetabled assessment weeks, during this
time Phonics streaming will stop, and the phonics lessons will be used as assessment time.

Throughout the year the same assessment document will be used. Each new assessment will be
marked in a new colour on the assessment document.

Assessment Week 1- First Week Back

Baseline assessment- Class teachers will work through the entire phonics assessment form Set
1-7 with all children. However, once the child is no longer able to answer correctly you will end
the assessment.

This data will be collated by the DHOP who will use this information to place learners in the
correct phonics groups for that term.

Baseline assessment- First 2 Weeks back in school- completed by Class Teacher
End of term 1 assessment — November 19th - 28th

End of term 2 assessment — February 11th - 20th

End of term 3 assessment — May 26th - 29th

All other assessments will take place within phonics groups, with data being passed on to the
DHOP. Assessments taking place should be specific to the phase being taught that term in the
class.



